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United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:22 a.m., August 18, 1994]

NoTe: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on August 19.

Letter Accepting the Resignation of
Roger Altman as Deputy Secretary of
the Treasury

August 17, 1994

Dear Roger:

I have received your letter of today’s date
resigning as Deputy Secretary of the Treas-
ury. | believe you have taken the right step
under the circumstances, and | regretfully
accept your resignation, effective upon the
confirmation of your successor.

I agree with Secretary Bentsen that you
have made many valuable contributions to
this administration as Deputy Secretary. You
played a vital role in the passage of NAFTA
and the deficit reduction plan, both critical
steps for the American economy. | hope that
in due course you will be able to return to
public service. Meanwhile, I look forward to
the benefit of your continuing advice and as-
sistance.

Sincerely,

Bill Clinton

Dear Mr. President:

I am resigning today as Deputy Secretary
of the Treasury. Under the circumstances,
this is the proper step to take. With your per-
mission, the resignation would become effec-
tive upon the confirmation of my successor.

As | explained to the Senate, | regret any
mistakes or errors of judgment I may have
made. For them, | apologize. And, hopefully,
my stepping down will help to diminish the
controversy.

I am proud to have served in your Admin-
istration. It has laid a foundation for improv-
ing the security and standards of living of the
American people. From the Economic Plan
to NAFTA to health care, you have consist-
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ently made courageous decisions. And, | be-
lieve that history will regard them as such.
It has been a special privilege to serve you,
Secretary Bentsen, and the American people
over the past year and a half. Thank you very
much for the opportunity you gave me. | be-
lieve fervently in the Administration’s agenda
and hope to advance it in other capacities.
Sincerely,

Roger Altman

NoTe: Mr. Altman’s letter of resignation to Sec-
retary of the Treasury Lloyd Bentsen and the Sec-
retary’s letter of acceptance were also released by
the Office of the Press Secretary.

Letter Accepting the Resignation of
Jean Hanson as General Counsel of
the Treasury Department

August 18, 1994

Dear Jean:

I have your letter of August 18, tendering
your resignation as General Counsel of the
Department of the Treasury, and | accept
your resignation effective on the confirma-
tion of your successor.

Secretary Bentsen tells me that you have
performed your duties with great skill and
devotion. You have my thanks for your valu-
able service to the nation, and my best wishes
for your future legal career.

Sincerely,

Bill Clinton

Dear Mr. President:

I am resigning today as General Counsel
of the Treasury. My former law partners have
asked me to rejoin them in the private prac-
tice of law in New York and | believe this
is the right time to accept their offer, upon
the effectiveness of my resignation. | under-
stand that, with your concurrence, my res-
ignation will take effect upon the confirma-
tion of my successor.

I was honored to be nominated by you and
grateful for the opportunity to serve in your
Administration. You have repeatedly dem-
onstrated your willingness to tackle the dif-
ficult issues of our time and | admire your
vital leadership. | consider myself fortunate
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to have been able to work with, and for, Sec-
retary Bentsen and Roger Altman.

While the decision to leave government is
not an easy one, | look forward to returning
to New York to resume my personal and pro-
fessional relationships there. 1 wish you well
in your continued efforts and want you to
know that my support for your policies and
programs remains strong and resolute.

With every best wish.

Sincerely,

Jean E. Hanson

NoTE: Ms. Hanson’s letter of resignation to Sec-
retary of the Treasury Lloyd Bentsen and the Sec-
retary’s letter of acceptance were also made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Proclamation 6715—Women’s
Equality Day, 1994
August 18, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Seventy-four years ago, the 19th Amend-
ment was ratified, granting women the right
to vote after many years of painstaking strug-
gle and hard work by courageous suffragists.
Empowered by the efforts of the brave and
pioneering women who came before them,
women today have secured positions as lead-
ers in industry, government, and academia.
They serve as role models in every aspect
of our society.

The 19th Amendment did more than se-
cure the right to vote for women. It recog-
nized and affirmed the fundamental prin-
ciple upon which this great Nation was
founded—equality—"that all [persons] are
created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit
of Happiness.” The ratification of the 19th
Amendment was an important step toward
ensuring that the civil and political rights
guaranteed by the Constitution would truly
be the equal rights of all Americans.

By recognizing this previously disenfran-
chised segment of our society, the 19th
Amendment became one of the landmark
civil rights laws in America, standing side by
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side with the Emancipation Proclamation,
and the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments.
This year also marks the 4th anniversary of
the Americans with Disabilities Act, the 30th
anniversary of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
as well as the 40th anniversary of Brown v.
Board of Education. These laws and that piv-
otal decision, along with the 19th Amend-
ment, have marked the history of our Na-
tion’s progress in guaranteeing that every
member of our society is treated equally
under the law.

We observe “Women’s Equality Day” to
commemorate the ratification of the 19th
Amendment almost three-quarters of a cen-
tury ago. As we do so, we also honor the
important contributions and achievements of
women in this country, and we commit our-
selves anew to fulfilling our obligation to pro-
mote equality for all Americans.

The famous woman suffragist, Helen H.
Gardener, advised the Congress in calling for
passage of the 19th Amendment:

Let us either stop our pretence before
the nations of the earth of being a re-
public and having “equality before the
law” or else let us become the republic
we pretend to be.

To further celebrate and commemorate
the 19th Amendment this year, let us not
take for granted our precious right to vote,
and let us rededicate ourselves to removing
the barriers that remain in women’s paths.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim August 26, 1994,
as Women’s Equality Day. I call upon the
citizens of our great Nation to observe this
day with appropriate programs and activities.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of August, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
5:12 p.m., August 19, 1994]

NoTEe: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on August 23.



